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Monthly Meeting Minutes – August 8, 2019 

11:00 a.m. – Erlandson Office Building 

 

Chairman Kevin Larson called the meeting to order at 11:14 a.m. in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Erlandson 

Building. Present were: Kevin Larson, Will Beitlich, Kelli Mitchell, Rod Ofte, Frank Easterday, Ashley Olson, Emery 

Bork, Sheena Cook-Fuglsang, Craig Saxe and Linda Morrison. 

 

The public meeting notice was emailed to the Vernon County Computer Department and faxed to the County Clerk on 

July 29, 2019. 

 

Beitlich moved, Ofte seconded, to approve the July 16, 2019 minutes as printed. Motion carried. 

 

The next meeting date for the committee is set for September 16, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. in the UW-Extension 2nd floor 

conference room. 

 

No visitors from the public were in attendance. 

 

Ofte moved, Beitlich seconded to approve the 2019 July Office Operation Expenses of $1310.47. Motion carried.  

Beitlich moved, Ofte seconded to approve the 2019 July Teen Court Expenses of $750.00. Motion carried. 

 

Ag Educator Report: 

 

 Many questions coming in dealing with fruits, vegetables, and hemp. I am working with UW specialists to get 

diagnostics completed. Something new every day! 

 Finalizing Beef Cow Calf workshop for August 14th and Crop Tour Field days on August 20th. 

 I am part of the animal well-being workgroup and winter planning meetings are under way. 

 Writing articles for WI Agriculturist magazine due this month. 

 Farm Succession Workgroup meeting August 27th in Mauston.  

 Fair- lots of meetings forthcoming involving fair especially livestock end of the programs and helping out in 

general.  

Questions and discussion held on some of the items.  Olson explained to the committee that she was invited by evaluation 

specialists to be included in a “Data Jam” in Madison.  This was a brainstorming session in which data was used from new 

employees for making possible changes on things.  She also stated that Day of Dairy, which was held on August 12th, was 

a success.  There were 32 kids, 9-10 year olds, which had signed up. 

4-H Coordinator Report: 

 

 Running for Academic Staff Assembly District #533 Representative, if elected, will represent the opinions of our 

district to UW-Madison’s assembly 

 Cancelled Devils Lake Summer Adventure, rescheduling for a different time--perhaps ice caves, something in 

fall, STEM Saturday is also slated for October 

 Wrapped up SPIN Club, shifting 5 new families into Seas Branch Smithies. Met with library staff, want to 

incorporate 4H in many more of their school programs/after school 

 Took 22 people to 4-H camp. 4 teen counselors, 1 intern, 17 campers. They had a great time. Last year, we had 10 

people attend. 

 Hosted annual fall leader retreat in De Soto, as well as federation meeting 
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 Served food to over 800 people, sold raffle tickets and promoted 4H at the National Night Out on Tuesday 

 I submitted nomination for Joanne Hornby’s mother to be entered into WI 4H Hall of Fame, was accepted. Will 

attend reception during Fall Forum 

 Rabbit and Poultry Project, cages coming in, getting families and clubs on board with changes, decorations and 

new herdsmanship award. Pam Fanta has stepped up and will take projects over after fair. I will move on to other 

projects, in particular reviving youth leadership project. 

 

 
Vernon Cty Group. 

Our theme this year was Superheroes, I was in charge of running 

the Agents of Shield Chemistry Lab of Superheroes. Here’s one of the 

experiments I performed with tin. 

 

 
Swim tests!       Group land games. 

 

Questions and discussion held on some of the items. 

 

FoodWIse Coordinator Report: 

 

● Taught lessons at Living Faith food pantry 7/31 

● 7/23 & 24, attended the summer Health and Wellbeing Institute meeting (institute formerly known as the Family 

living institute- Human Development and Relationships institute also came from this meeting).  They do not have 

an institute director yet, but are planning their direction and focus as an institute statewide.  A lot of focus on 

health equity, access, and literacy. 

● Attended a new training called “Food Smarts”; a research-based curriculum with a lot of resources (i.e. recipes 

and online tools) for participants to learn healthy eating tips (comes from California). 

● Presented on zoom for educators across the state on how we use and have adapted our 3rd grade curriculum in our 

classrooms. 

● Finished up StrongBodies class in Vernon County; 8 total participants 
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● Had a lesson at Crestview Apartments (1st of 4 in a series; Halversen had to be rescheduled) on container 

gardens.  Conversations were started with the apartment manager to have an activity day to have a container 

garden planting. 

● Although I have not been participating in the collaborative efforts, I continue to get updates and requests for help 

in the Living Faith capital fundraising efforts.  There will be a brat sale Aug. 24th at Nelson’s Agri Center Look 

for their booth at the Vernon County fair! 

 

Questions and discussion was held on some of the items.  Discussion held on Fuglsang’s question to the committee on 

what would they like to see as far as reporting from the Educators.  Also, Ofte asked how effectiveness is measured in 

regards to programming.  Fuglsang stated that she does do assessments constantly.  Brief discussion was held. 

Area Director – Division of Extension Report:  

 

• Saxe congratulated Fuglsang on her new position as FoodWIse Nutrition Coordinator.   

• Saxe passed out “draft” copies of contracts for the educators to the committee.  No action is needed at this time.  

It is just for review on the numbers that were entered in the budget. 

 

Beitlich moved, Easterday seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Minutes submitted by:  Linda Morrison 


